CLA Board of Directors: 2012 - 2015

The CLA’s primary objec ves are:

Marisa Romilly, President
Michael Embaie, Vice-President
Maria Makrakis, Secretary

To raise awareness of the value and beneﬁts of language
learning for all Canadians.

Josephine Pallard, Treasurer
Khatoune Temisjian, Co-Chair, PR/Communica ons
Constan ne Ioannou, Co-Chair, PR/Communica ons

To recognize Canada’s ethnocultural communi es and
their historical and ongoing contribu ons to language
educa on.

Mauro Aristegui, Director
Sylvia Kasparian, Director
Ta ana Krouglikova, Director
Ana-Marija Petrunic, Director
Execu ve Director: Bernard Bouska
Regional Coordinator: Mike Gre'on

To promote the development of programs in internaonal/heritage languages and other related areas for the
crea on of posi ve educa onal outcomes for learners.
To strengthen communica on and coopera on among
providers and supporters of interna onal/heritage languages organiza ons across Canada.

Annual Report
2013 / 14

CLA Organiza on Proﬁle
The Canadian Languages Associa on (CLA) / L’Associa on
canadienne des langues (ACL), established in 1990, is a
na onal umbrella organiza on commi+ed to working in
coopera on with language and cultural associa ons, educa onal ins tu ons, government departments and ministries, business groups, and community stakeholders at
the local, provincial, and federal levels to promote the
value of interna onal/heritage languages educa on for
all Canadians.
L’Associa on canadienne des langues (ACL), établie en
1990, est un corps na onal consacré à la conserva on et
la promo on de langues interna onales/patrimoniales au
Canada.
L’ACL agit comme réseau entre les organisa ons de
langues interna onales/ patrimoniales à travers le Canada. L’Associa on canadienne des langues est engagée à
travailler en collabora on avec toutes les associa ons de
langues et les associa ons culturelles, les établissements
d’enseignement, les départements gouvernementaux, les
groupes en aﬀaires, et les par es prenantes communautaires au niveau provincial ainsi que fédéral, aﬁn de promouvoir la valeur de l’enseignement des langues internaonales/ patrimoniales pour tous les Canadiens.

To coordinate and par cipate in the sharing of informa on and resources per nent to language educa on.
To enable the teaching of interna onal/heritage languages within educa onal systems.
To enhance teaching skills and resource development for
language classrooms.
To support the eﬀorts of educators in interna onal/
heritage languages programs.

Financial statements
available upon request.
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Canadian Languages
Strategy
The Canadian Languages Associa on believes in the economic,
cultural, and social beneﬁts of mul lingualism. We need to recognize that our much-celebrated cultural diversity can indeed be a
wellspring for the new ideas and knowledge that will generate
innova on, grow and a+ract high-technology industries, and spur
economic growth and prosperity.
A Canadian Languages Strategy is an impera ve against a background of profound na onal and interna onal change. We envision this Canadian Languages Strategy as vital in fostering public
acceptance of language competence and intercultural understanding as essen al components in the make up of an informed interna onal ci zen.
While we fully support Canada’s Oﬃcial Languages Act, it is also
important to formally recognize and support linguis c plurality.
This Canadian Languages Strategy would clearly communicate the
Federal Government’s commitment to increasing Canada’s languages capability, and a vision of languages as ‘a life long skill – to
be used in business and for pleasure, to open up avenues of communica on and explora on, and to promote, encourage and ins ll
a broader cultural understanding.’
The Strategy’s primary objec ves are:
To promote and improve the teaching and learning of languages.
To increase the number of people studying languages .
To work with the provinces to provide eﬀec ve and equitable
funding for language programming at the school board and
community levels.
To raise an awareness of the importance of mul lingualism to
all Canadians for individual and collec ve well-being.

It is our hope that a Canadian Languages Strategy will be the key
component in recognizing the value of maintaining one’s own
languages as well as developing others. We want to build world
class leaders and a comprehensive commitment to second language educa on is an essen al key to that goal.

CLA Activities...

CLA Organizing
Members

Selected highlights from 2013 / 14…

Transi on to the New Not-for-Proﬁt Act
CLA began work on transi oning to the new Act. All organizaons incorporated under the Canada Corpora ons Act, part II,
must transi on to the Not-for-proﬁt Corpora ons Act by October 17, 2014.

Southern Alberta Heritage
Language Association (SAHLA)

International and Heritage
Languages Association (IHLA)

SAHLA Symposium: Calgary
CLA representa ves were invited to par cipate in SAHLA’s 2013
Symposium in November. Presenta ons included sharing informa on, strategies, and success stories around promo on and
awareness of language learning.
Interna onal Mother Language Day: Edmonton
Constan ne Ioannou presented a workshop for par cipants in
the Interna onal and Heritage Languages Associa on’s Internaonal Mother Language Day event in February 2013 in Edmonton.
Metropolis 2013: O4awa
CLA was chosen as a Workshop presenter at Metropolis 2013 in
O+awa. The presenters in this Workshop focused discussion on
strategies and eﬀorts that have been (and are being) used to
audit an organiza on’s (with a focus on educa onal ins tuons) inclusive prac ces, especially in regards to the recognion of language. Emphasis was placed on how school staﬀ and
communi es can be+er recognize the cultures and languages of
their community through authen c and natural methods. Presenters shared their views on how advocacy eﬀorts and partnerships can bring a be+er awareness to the mul lingual advantage that Canada’s popula on oﬀers. These issues were
discussed at both the micro (best prac ces) and macro
(na onal) levels.

Association Québécoise des Langues
d'Origine (AQLO) / Québec Heritage
Language Association (QHLA)

Society for the Advancement of International
Languages—British Columbia (SAIL BC)

Canadian Languages Association (CLA) /
L’Association canadienne des langues (ACL)

